A 
Philoſophical Epiſtle, 


Diſcovering the Unrevealed Myſtery 
of the three FIRES of the 
'SOPHI. 


| HOU indefatigable Defirer of the My- 
- ſteries of Nature, couched in Silence by 
| the Ancients, in Commiſeration to thee 

I have' here drawn up ſome 1deas, which 
in praQice will remain as a Touch-ftone to all the 


true Defirers of Alchymy, 


And therefore aiming chiefly at thy Good and 
Benefit, T ſhall not uſe any flattering Elocutions 
to. perſwade' thee into a good Opinion concern- 
ng what is here Written, it being not the cu- 
ftom of Philoſophers to uſe them in a Science ſo 
ſublime 3 as well knowing that 1 have Candid- 
by wriften the very Truth, by which I have 'be- 
neficially, and 'I hope fatisfattorily informed ſuch 
as are worthy ſearchers after this Myſtical Science, 
the very Mother of all others. 


, And as. this is defigned as an Epitome of true 
PraQtice, I ſhall without any. Circumlocutions or 
Allegorical Speeches, demonſtrate tho [ruth in a 
Modeſt, Cabaliftical Stile 5 hoping thereby to _ 
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it from the unworthy, yet at the ſame time to give 
free Entrance to the Adopted Sons of Hermes, and 
tis requiſite that it ſhould be ſo deliver, it be- 
ing the foundation of that Cabaliſtical Wiſdom, 
which contains the Secrets of Nature, and the 
moſt principal Part of that ſo highly efteemed of 
by the Fews, Chaldeans, Perſi2ms and Ancient Greeks, 
and many other Chriftian Cabaliſts of other Na- 
tions 3 for as I ſaid even now, it 1s the Mother 
of all Natural Art and Science, to which Paracel. 
ſus, Sandivogius, Philalethes, and many others ex- 
preſly agree. 


We ſhall! make firſt a Theorical, and then a Pra- 
tical Inveſtigation concerning the beginning of 
this Cabaliftical Wiſdom, Firft, Theortcally it is 
affirmed,- That this ſecret Science was by Divine 
Inſpiration deliver'd to the Ancient Jews, and 
more particularly to Moſes with the Law, as well 
the Natural as the Divine, as ſame of the #e- 
brew Rabbies do aſſert in General : But others of 
them were of the Opinion, that it was four times 
reveal'd from God to Mankind $ ſome ſaying, that 
Adam had a perfett knowledge of it in Paradiſe s 
others, that it was reveal'd to him by way of 
Requital, after he was put out of Paradiſe, and 
that at a time, when Melancholily contemplating 
the loſs of that great Injoyment z alſo to Moſes 
in the Buſh, to So/omon in a Dream, and to E/- 
dras by the Angel. 


From hence the Jewiſh Caba/a had its Origi- 
nal, and was by them highly eſteemed in ſucceed- 
ing Ages one after another z but upon this I muft 
make one Remark, which is, That to me 'tis plain 
to conceive, that the Art was as often loſt, or elſe 
what need was there of renewed Diſcoveries , 
and there is a very good Reaſon for itz for the 
Practical and Natural part. of this Wiſdom was in 
thoſe Ages, as they affirm, never written in _ 

ut 


;, F ERR. 3 ” uk OY V7 i EY 


Y C48 

but was delivered by way of Tradition from one 
Generation to another, and that only among ſuch, 
as they thought worthy. 


Now one principal Obftru&ion of the ſucce(5- 
ful Exaltation of this Art, was the ſeveral Cap- 
tivities which the _ ſaffer'd ; but E/dras, that 
great Reftorer and laſt eftabliſher of this Art, 

ing highly ' illuminated, having a knowledge of 
what was. paſt, and a fore-znowledge of what was 
to come, viz. That Iſrael ſhould ſuffer more Cap- 
tivities and Baniſhment z fearing God, and obeying 
the Angel, wrote two hundred and four Books, a- 
mongft which were ſeventy two of this Art, to 
| pe it from the frailty of Human Memory; 
or according to Domin, de Nuyſment Traf, de ve- 
ro Sal. Phil. He Congregated all the Elders, in Num- 
ber ſeventy, where it was decreed, and that by God's 
immediate Appointment and Command, that the Books 
of Divine Myſteries were to be made Publick, 10 be 
read of all; but thoſe of this Art were to be deli- 
ver'd only to #he Wiſe of the People ; therein be- 
Jig contaived the vein of Underſtanding, the Foun- 


tain of Natural Wiſdom, and the Flood of Know- 


ledge. 


Picus Mirandulanus, who was eſteemed the Phe- 
»1ix of his time for Learning and Knowledge, ſays, 
That theſe are the ſeventy Cabaliſtical Books wherein 
Eſdras ſaid plainly the foumain of all Underſtand- 
ing and Knowledge was contained ; that is, the in- 
eitimable Theology concerning the Supreme Deity, che 
fountain of Wiſdom, and the imtire Mesaphyſicks of 
InteDigences, the ſiream of Knowledge, 1bat is, the 
firmeſt Natural Philefophy : And theſe were bad 17 
ſuch veneration among the Jews, that none under forty 


gears of Age might touch them ; and further ( which 
is 0 be admired ) in theſe Cabaliftical Dotrines were 
comnined ſome heads of Chriftianiſm. 
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It is the Opinion of Wiſe-men, that theſe Books 
remained till the Temple was burnt by the Ro- 
man Army ;z whether ſo or not is not my matter 
in hand, but only to point forth the Original, 
and alſo in proceſs of time the decay and vaniſh- 
ing of this Art from the generality of Mankind, 
ſo that many of our tearned Chriſtians in this 
day are far ſhort of the Wiſdom' of the Jews, one 
eſteeming it as a fabulous Story* and | idle Fiction, 
as I ſhall plainly ſhew in my Analyſis” Chymica The- 
ologie Poetice, the other with the higheſt vene- 
ration imaginable. 


From hence many Learned Men were of Opji- 
nion, That the Art ſpread it ſelf from the Jews 
to the other Faſftern-Countriesz but. for ſome eſ- 
ſential Reaſons, to this T can't wholy aſſent : For 
Hermes, who was a Maſter of this Science, and 
King of Egypt when 'twas the Garden of God, who 
lived, according to the beft Account we can ga- 
ther from Ancient Cronologers, before Moſes's time, 
and conſequently before the Jews were a Nation ; he 
being the firft that taught Literature to Mankind, 
and having Penn'd many Books treating of the 
ſaid Science, 'tis very probable that it might derive 
from him, 


But Parace/ſus and others derive it from Adam, 
and the Fathers of the firſt World, who, as they 
ſay, fore-ſeeing the Deluge, erected two Tables of 
Stone, in which - was coatained the foundation of 
this Wiſdom, one of which” was found after the 
Flood in Armeni2 on Mount Ararat 3 hence con- 
cluding that the :Ezſtern Countries from theſe ob- 
tained their Knowledge, afhrming that'the Cha/de- 
a1s.( of which Country was Abraham the: Father of 
the Jews) and alfo the Perfi2ns were; great Ad- 
mirers and diligent. Searchers after the ſaid Art ; 
hut where matters ſeem dubious, I ſhall not give 
- my Reaſons to anothers Opinion, well knowing, 
accord- 
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, according to Scripture Teftimony, that God crea- 
ted all Nations of one blood to dwell upon the 
' Farth, and hath by his Fatherly Care and Di- 
vine Providence diſtributed Knowledge, as Rivers 
of ' Water for the ſervice of the whole Creation 
ſd-as the fore-cited Author Dom:n. de Nuyſment* 
ſays, The fountain of this Myſtery lies. open to all, 
and that all who heve fought ſo as 0 obtain, have 
been Maſters of it, without reſpe# to Name or Na- 
#707 ; For *tis very plain from the Books extant, 
that many large ftrewings are tv be gather'd 
from the fage and Wiſe-men of all Countries and 
Nations whatever; therefore T ſhall think it a 
Task too difficult for me to define, who were the 
firft Poſſeffors, ſo ſhall paſs it by, and come by 
way of Remark and Obſervation concerning the 
high Eſtimation, which the Ancient Poſſcffors had 
of it, viz. That it was a Jewel of too great Va- 
lue to be worn in the breaft of thoſe of a mean 
Education, and only fit to be underftood by their 
Kings, Priefts and great Ones.*® But Blefſed and 
Eternally praiſed be -the Great Everlaſting God, 
who is no reſpeQer of Perſons, but all that tru- 
ly fear him of what Nation or Blood ſoever, are 
eſteemed by him; and as our Blefſed 'Lord faith, 
(as in the Spiritual, ſo in the Temporal) 30 the bun- 
gry Babes doth he reveal his ſecrets, 


Thus much may ſuffice as to general hints of 
the Arts Original, I not regaraing who were the 
firſt Poſſeſſors of it, ſo that *tis but now to be 
Poſſeſs'd z and therefore ſhall paſs on to deline- 
ate ſome practical Truths, in a way agreeable to 
thoſe living 1deas of Truth, which this Art car- 
ries along with it; For 1 have great' reaſon to 
believe by a Practical Knowledge of a Mineral 
Chaos or certain Matter, which in its ſelf is Qni- 
verſal and Copious enough for the Art to have 
its . Original and Foundation from, that the Art 
is true and eaſy to be obtained by a Natural 
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It is the Opinion of Wiſe-men, that theſe Books 
temained till the Temple was burnt by the Ro- 
man Army z whether ſo or not is not my matter 
in hand, but only to point forth the Original, 
and alſo in proceſs of time the decay and vaniſh- 
ing of this Art from the generality of Mankind, 
ſo that many of our tearned Chriſtians in this 
day are far ſhort of the Wiſdom' of the Jews, one 
eſteeming it as a fabulous Story' and idle Fiftion, 
as I ſhall plainly ſhew in my Analyſis Chymica The- 
olopte Poetice;, the other with the higheft vene- 
ration imaginable. | | 


From hence many Learned Men were of Opji- 
nion, That the Art ſpread it ſelf from the Jews 
to the other Eaſtern-Countriesz but. for ſome eſ- 
ſential Reaſons, to this IT can't wholy afſent : For 
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lived, according to the beft Account. we can ga- 
ther from Ancient Cronologers, before Moſes's time, 
and conſequently before the Jews were a Nation ; he 
being the firft that taught Literature to Mankind, 
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But Parace/ſus and others derive it from Adam, 
and the Fathers of the firſt World, who, as they 
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, according to: Scripture Teftimony, that God crea- 
ted all Nations of one blood to dwell upon the 
' Earth, and hath by his Fatherly Care and Di- 
vine Providence diftributed Knowledge, as Rivers 
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ſo-as the fore-cited Author Domin.. de Nuyſment' 
ſays, The fountain of this Myſtery lies open -to all, 
and that all who bave foupht ſo as to obtain, have 
been Maſters of it, without reſpe# to Name or Na- 
#07 ; For *tis very plain from the Books extant, 
that many large ftrewings are tv be gather'd 
from the fage and Wiſe-men of all Countries and 
Nations whatever; therefore T ſhall think it a 
Task too difficult for me to define, who were the 
firft Poſſeflors, ſo ſhall paſs it by, and come by 
way of Remark and Obſervation concerning the 
high Eftimation, which the Ancient Poſ{:ffors had 
of it, viz. That it was a Jewel of too great Va- 
lue to be worn in the breaft of thoſe of a mean 
Education, and only fit to be underftood by their 
Kings, Priefts and great Ones.” But Blefſed and 
Eternally praiſed be the, Great Everlaſting God, 
who is no reſpeQer of Perſons, but all that tru- 
ly fear him of what Nation or Blood ſoever, are 
efteemed by him; and as our Bleffed 'Lord faith, 
(as in the Spiritual, ſo in the Temporal) to the bun- 
gry Babes doth he reveal his ſecrets, 


Thus much may ſuffice as to general hints of 
the Arts Original, I not regaraing who were the 
firſt Poſſeſſors of it, ſo that *'tis but now to be 
Poſſeſs'd z; and therefore ſhall paſs on to deline- 
ate ſome pradtical Truths, in a way agreeable to 
thoſe living /deas of Truth, which this Art car- 
ries along with it; For I have great' reaſon to 
believe by a Prattical Knowledge of a Mineral 
Chaos or certain Matter, which in its ſelf is Uni- 
verſal and Copious enough for the Art to have 
its . Original and Foundation from, that the Art 
is true and eaſy to be obtained by a Natural 
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Proceſs, and to me 'tis very plain, that this is 
that one true Matter, which all the Ancient Phi- 
loſophers, none excepted, have as with one mouth 
born Teftimony toz who are ſo conjuntt, that 
they differ not in the leaft point jn the Matter, 
or Modus Opera»di thereon, even through Serzes of 
Ages, yet different both in Tongue and Nation, 
which to me is one plain proof of its verity, 
and ſo conſequently high Ignorance to queſtion 
its poſhbility. But ſeeing *tis not my Task to 
uſe many Arguments, in this ſhort Epiſtle, to con- 
vince the Gain-ſayer or Unbeliever, my defign be- 
ing to lend an hand to the diligent, and inde- 
fatigable ſearcher after natural Verities only, and 
to let them know, that the knowledge of this 
ſubje& Matter is of ſuch Importance, that 'tis the 
very foundation on which AHermess Myftical Teme 
ple is builtz ſo is the regular Proceeding there- 
on the main Hinge on. which the Door of En- 
trance movesz it is by the knowledge of 'theſe 
two firſt tteps WE come to the Fountain's-head, 
and diſcern thoſe  Rivulets, that run through the 
moſt dark Caverns of Natures hidden Myfteries, 
and by degrees ftream forth infq thoſe clear and 
Chriftaline Waters, that open unto us the nature 
of all created Beings. | 


Ah! then what great Pitty is it, that ſo uſe- 
ful and profitable a Science ſhould be ſo lighted, 
contemned and negleQed ( by reaſon of the dif- 
ficulty of its ſearch ) and that even by men, that 
are qualified with outward Aquirements z feeing 
that by it js to be diſcerned, as Sandzvogius ſaith, 
the. growth and virtue of Created Beings, 


The many Claſhings that often happen about 
theſe Heads, I am very apt to think, proceed meer- 
ly from the Non-knowledge of this Fountaip z for 
| are apt to- form their own /deas of things, 
that. Phan(y is become the Foundation of tog 


much 
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"much Theory extant z but T would have no Theo- 
Ty farther efteem'd, than as it is praQically De- 
 monftrable, that ſ@ the Water might be drawn 
from the Fountain's-Head, and not from the By- 
Rivers of Tradition, which never was, neyer will 
' be confirmed by Experience. 


There are too many, who in the ſubje&t Mat- 
ter of this Art, efteem of their own Notions and 
Conceptions, as Naamar did of Abana and Phar- 
2” the Rivers of Damaſcus, ſaying, Are they not 

etter than the Waters of //rac/? when the Pro- 
phet Eliſha bid him, go down ſeven times into 
the River of Fordan to waſh and be cleanſed of 
his Leproſy; this ſeemed too low, too mean for 


him; for "tis ſaid, he was wroth and 
went away, and ſaid, 7 rbought tbe 
Prophet would ſurely come out to me, 
and ftand, and call on the Name of 
the Lord bis God, and ſtrike bis band 
over the place, and cure the Leper 
not conſidering that great Miracle 
of its being performed by Simple 
Water, nor knowing the Type of 


So 15 our Sub- 
jet too mean 
and contemptible 
to the high No- 


tions of the Pro- | 


cels-mongers ; for 
I know by Ex- 
po_ , that 
ſhould 1 reveal 
it, asI have done 
to ſome, they 


the Water of Fordan, which figni- : 
fies the River of Judgment, thro' nog 
which true cleanſing comes, it be- * ir, 
ing a Type of a more excellent full- 
neſs. But however, ;he was prevailed upon by 
' his Servant, who ſaid unto him, My Fatber, A 
tbe Prophet bad bid thee do ſome greater thing, woulde 
thou nos bave done it ; how much more then, when he 
ſaith to thee, waſh and be clem; Now Neamen be- 
ing -- Hh upon accordingly did it, and was 
cleanſed. 


This I Inftance to ſhew what a 


great cfteem 


many have of their own Conceptions, as alſo that 
the ſame Spirit of Ambition remains this day, 
eſpecially in thoſe, whoſe Head is fill'd with the 
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"on of things, although they may proye .meer 
"dotage in Praftice, as Naamen's would: Nay, 
"what if T ſhould ſay, that there are too too ma- 
" ny, that are Elevated to a far greater degree. of 
Self-conceitedneſs, than he ' was, and fo are' not to 
be prevailed upon by men of an inferjour Rank z 
neither durft we uſe that familiar © Language to 
them, as his Servant did to him, although advi- 
ſed to their own Intereft, Verily this ſeems to 
' me a principal Reaſon, why the Leproſy of Error 
in this Art remains ſo viſible at this day. 


And although ( as before inftanced ) we have a 
cloud of witnefſes on Record, concerning the ve- 
rity of this Art, and Nature's Catholick Fountain 
and Spermy-Water, that generates all things in the 
Fire, Air, Water' and Earth, and principally by 
the aQtivity of the two attive Elements, viſible to 
the eyes of all Men; yet to ſpeak of the' Art of 
Tranſmutation is a very ridiculous thing, and the 
very name of Alchymy counted a Chimers, and 
the Students thereof ( if they hit not the Nail 
on the Head the firft or ſecond blow) are drawn 
forth with a black Coal of Infamy + ſuch little 
confider with what difficulty and hardſhip many 
of the Ancients poſſeſſed it before us, and through 
a great field of Errors obtained the Truth. . Nay, 
they ſay that all erred in the beginning, and. ſo 
feave it as a Caution, that the true Labourer 
Mould "not be diſheartned, though he do Err, 
Oc. for errtndo diſcimus, by erring we learn, 


But hoping that theſe lines may fall into the 
hands of fome, who may not only haye a fence of 
What I Here 'Write, but alſo a fellow-feeling of 
my painfull and indefatigable Labours, as knowing 
that the Art is not obtained at. once, but by 
fied; and' therefore will with me pitty. the Tg- 
horance of the raſh and haſty Proceſs-monger, 
-and alſo ſmile' at ſuch before mentioned, _ 
tfry «01s 0; 8 We. '- WY: 43: a 1m 
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dam upto themſelves this Fountain, which is o.open, 
ſo free, ſo general that-moſt Men have it, and-know 
it, even that ſubje& Matter, from whence the -Wiſe- 
men obtained their Knowledge : And-although 'tis 
thus open and free, yet I am very apt. to think, 
that it. will remain;.ag.a Fountain ſealed, while 
the man of fin thus '/remains, and the - work of 
Regeneration and Reftoration is ſo little known. 
But paſſing by this and much more of the like 
nature that ,might be faid,:I ſhall come more im- 
mediately :to the matter in hand, which is to 
to ſhew that this Subje& contains all the Ele- 
ments, and all the principles in a fingle and com- 
pound manner ; for as it hath its Eaſtern Magnet, 
or - Chalybs found in the belly of Aries, which is 
a true Sulphureous Fire, coagulating Þ and TIi- 

ning - the Compound 3 ſo hath it its Weſtern © 
ound in the belly of . Zibra, where -the fcale of 
juftice is, for it caftethy off all Corruptions; here 
muſt thy Tent be -.pitched and ſettled too, if e- 
ver thou intend to ſee the Flux and Reflux of 
this Fountain or Sea, and I doubt not, hut I 
ſhall ſufficiently diſcover in theſe Writings, : and 
ſhew the Sons of Wiſdom, that T am not wholy 
ignorant of the Myfteries of the Ancient Philo- 
ſophers, though as yet .but a Tyro, being inot in 
full Poſſcfhon, and *tis uſual for ſuch to ſpeak more 
plain. in, any Science than a crafty Mafter;z there- 
fore mayeſt thou perhaps find, that in theſe; ſheets, 
which thou may'ft not be able to gather from 
all the yoluminous writings of the Ancients Ex- 
tant, deſigning it as a Journal of my Philoſophi- 
cal Theory and Practice, | 


Having already plainly pointed forth the Mat- 
ter, I ſhall now come to lay down ſome Rules by 
which the Nature and. Qualitjes of it may be the 
better diſcerned ; in order thereunto, - the firſt 
thing that T ſhall offer is as follpws, ſtating it 
as an infallible Maxim in Philoſophy. That if ever 
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 expefs t0 obrainan Untotrſal Medichr, 
and - from "ſuch a fſubjef,' as bath 
alt the partieular'forms of Mineral Salts and 
s,' 4s May : by. 1b& band of an Artiſt eafily be 
rated | Bw alſo the Merallick ones-t00, tope- 
thi rhe general formof Light, Heat, Motton 
and aftral virmue, from "Whence t perfett Metals 
receive their Beauty and Durability, even from an 
oyly and lightſome vapor of Salt, Sulphur and Mer- 
cury, by which the particular body of Salt and Sul- 
phur is Animated, Enlivewd, Purified amd Exalted, as 
alſo wuly Open'd, fo as to caſt out all its corrupted 
Defilements, and to be broupht to a nature wholly 
Univerſal, by the Magnetick virtue of our Weſtern 
Mercuyy, | 


This is the true beginning and foundation of 
our Arty for *tis impoſhble for any thing to give 
that, -which it'felf hath' not, and therefore can- 
not be attributed to any particular Spectes what- 
ſdever, but to the great Fountain of Nature, e- 
yen that Catbolick Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, whence 
all things derive, in ſecondary Cauſes, their life 
and multiplicative yirtue. 


And "to deſcribe it more plainly, it Is living 
Fumes, both Male and Female ; tbe Male is a dry 
and ſulphureous Earth, ' naturally and artificially 
prepar'd both ſimple and compound z3 the Female 
is a moift and living Vapour , a ſpermatick atid 
ſeedy water, and the whole a myftical Emblem of 
the ancient Vapour, Myſt, 'Hyte or Chaos, whence 
the World by the ftupendons Art of the great 
Artificer, even the Almighty God, was firft form- 
edyz for in its Womb is contained the firſt Zns 
of all natural Forms, yet 'unſpecificated : This was 
from the foundation of” the World, and will be. 
to.,the end thereof, the true and right degin- 
ning of this Myftical Science, 


Now 
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Now the firft neceflary Apparitions that” are 
conftituted and do a from the firft Chaos in 
Separation are the ts, viz. A ſuperior Sper- 
my-water, and an inferior Saline onz2, which is 
Air and Water yz Earths, Red and White, and a 
fixed Vitriolick Salt, and ſharp Vinegar; theſe 
contain Earth and Fire. Now the Inferior 'Wa- 
ters being putrified and ſeparated from a Coagu- 
lating, Arſenical, Poiſonous Salt, and united with 
its natural Spouſe the Salt of the Earth, then by 
Diftillation "and Sublimation purified from a poi- 
ſonous Fume and Corrofive fixed Salt, which con- 
ftitutes a ſecond Apparition in order to a For- 
mation of the body natural, which is an Union 
of the three Earths with the Spermy-water, and then 
adding the firft Menftruum or Fire, viz. the Vi- 
neger and Mercury ſublimate, produce, by meatis 
of our Fire, by Digeftion, out of the United Wa- 
ters, the firft body of Earth and Fire, in whoſe 
Womb is contained the firſt receptacle of Tin- 
&ure. For mark it well, our Fire is Sulphureous, 
yet a living and volatile Earth, purified from all 
watry aquacity and earthy Feces, and by ſubli- 
mation brought to that eftate that anſwers the 
Artiſt's end, even to heat and warm the cold 
and feminine Matrix. of Mercury, making it na- 
turally to throw off its Defilements. This is a 
dry Water and yet a Fire, and Luke-warm ſhoe, 
a Green Lym, a Houſe and Habitation of Tintture, 
the Governor of our Bath, that White, that Lunar 
Earth, which to this day from the foundation of 
the World hath remained undiſcovered ; this is 
that fat and dry water which was prepared by 
Medeaz, by whoſe advice Faſon charm'd the Dra- 
gons of the Heſperian Gardens: And as it is the 
Governor of the Bath, and the Conqueror of the 
Dragons, ſo by it. alone the oyl of the Lamp is 
govern'd Clibanically, and without this heat the 
 Artift muſt fight '-a long time the reaſon is 
ſhewn by Sendivogine, who ſays, That Nature __ 
yn | ho 
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the Metals of Mercury alone by long decoRtion, but 
Art adils a ripe Sulphur, which makes a great gbbre. 
uigtion 'of the Work. For although *tis a body, 
yet 'tis volatile in the nature of a Spirit, ſo that 
it the more readily unites with Mercuries nimble 
motion; : this is a volatile Sulphur out of .a vola- 
tile Merewy, which carries on. the work to'its 
firſt Predeſtination, in order to Perfeftion. . The 
practice of it is, to unite the dry and moift, viz. 
the Sulphurous and/ Mercurial, and that in a Com- 
Plicate, yet. fimple Compound Nature, ſc.' in a 
dofble dry and double moift Nature z the firft 
dryth is in the Earth Natura], the fecond inthe 
Earth and Fire Artificial z. the firſt Meifture 'in 
the united Inferior Watets, the ſecond in the Air. 
Now the moſt dry and the moſt moift are Male 
and Female, which are atted by an Attive Spirit, 
which is in'them all, but'is only manifeft by the 
Union and Rotation of Elements, by caſting of a 
Mineral Sulphur into a Vegetable Mercury, by which. 
they. compleatly and perfettly purge each other 3 
ſo that the whole work is but a rarifying of Wa- 
ter | into Air, and condenſing Air into Earth, and 
to make- Spirits bodies, and bodies Spirits again, 
which is effetted by uniting the Centre . to the Cir-. 
cumference, and by boiling. Fire in Water ; for he 
that. ;knows not how to ' weigh the Fire, that is to 
ſay,'to know its true Pondus in the Compoſition 
of Bodies, as alſo to meaſure the Wind, or ra- 
ther. know | that Power that holds the Wind or 
Air in; its fift, ſhall never know the right -begin- 
ning and ' prattice in our Philoſophy, which in 
Plain' Terms: is..in the Balance | of Libra; . for as 
the right ſcale. holds the weight of Fire, ſo doth 
the left the weight of Air, graſping and ſepara- 
ting the pure Air from the: crude, which crude 
Air muft never go into, the Workz for nature 
throws that off, as a voluntary; vomit, being the 
moſt. wild and yncondentible fume in the. whole 
World. -Fhat aduft Sulphur. contained in y 6 _ 
uſtible 
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buiſtible Oyl, which was you to diftil- of .ſublime, 
and ſeparate a Fces like Lamb-black from it, yet 
it availes not as to our work, for nature alone 
muſt perform it, for the ſeparation of the pure 
from the impure is not by» hands, but to be done 
by the ftone of Fire ; thus 'T have ſhewn in the 
firſt Work what muſt be ſeparated and what muft 
remain, which brings me to the ſecond Menſtruum 
or Elixir, | 


The- principal way to attain to this is by the 
knowledge of the .Green Lyon, which is. that un- 
clean Menſtruum, in the true preparation of which 
the whole Art conſiftss for in his Bowels alone 
is that fire, which is the, key of the whole My- 
ftery, and according to Pontanus, "tis ' equal, 'tis 
mineral, *tis continual, and evaporates not - unleſs 100 
much ſtirred up 3 now this too ' much ſtirring of him 
up is a violent breaking, of the: Veſſel, Houſe or 
Habitation, but if thou ſhall be ſo raſh, he may 
by the.force of his ftink at. once knock thee down; 
for Flamel ſays, The force of his flink is able 10 
kill every thing living ; but adds, that the Philoſo= 
pher ſmells not this Pink , ' except he breaks bis Veſ- 
fel,” which breaking of the Veſſel is the: ſame with 
Pontanus's too much ftigring up of the Fire, by 
which it evaporates and flies away; for as the 
body contains the receptacle of the Goldew Tin- 
&ure, ſo doth this that of the Lunar one; and 
although both the Aercury and the Gotd grow 
up together, and the: body is calcined and made 
black aod unttuous, yet theſe: two have no funda- 
mental Union in all the time of the flight of; the 
Eagles, :which are ſeven or nine, for all this while 
the: Green-Lyon is predominant, and all this,while 
the: chiefeft colour that doth predominate, - is black- 
neſs 3: for -in- this- colour only is contained the, 
King's Royal Diadem, and the Magicsans, Sol, Lune 
and Mercury, For you muft know that Tater 


muft-. be: .'wbiten'd before it is taken out of its 
Womb, 
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Womb, - for when ripe *twill give thee not only 
a Lunar, but alſo a Solar Oyl. 


The Philoſophers ſay, the whole work is but to 
extra the Water from the Earth, and to return 
it to the Earth again; but in theſe words there 
is ſomething very Myfteriouſly to be underſtood. 
For if the Water or Spirit, that is putrificd in the 
Earth be not cooled by caſting it into the Water 
and Air, by which 'tis cleanſed, *tis incapacitated 
to return to the Body; for as the ſublimation Ar- 
tificial carries off an Hydropical Water and filthy 
Earth, ſo doth this natural purifie the matrix of 
Mercurial Water in which *tis ſown, making it 
likewiſe to caft forth a filthy Earth and Hydro- 
pical Water alſo. This is Artephius's body that cor 
gulates the Water mto drineſs, as Runnet both Cheeſe, 
out of the body in tbe J/aer ; the body being pur- 
ged by Vinegar and Salt, and our fiery Dragon by 
the juice of the vegetable Saturnia, they may a- 
gain be united by the M:d:um of our dry Water or 
Philoſophical Fire, Flame!'s firft Agent or Peace- 
maker; Bafil's Sal Armoniack, which in page 150 
of bis Elucidation, he ſo much magnifies, bidding 
thee not to deſpair of obtaining, and telling thee, 
that it comes out of the Mine of old Saturn, 


Hence thou maift eaſily diſcern that there muſt 
be Mediums between the hot and the cold, the 


dry and the moiſt, and is alſo the union between , 
the volatile and the fixed; for the body being ' 


formed in the Water by a body Spiritual, and a 
Spirit Corporal, or out of a vitriolick Water, 
and a Sulphureous Fume, they mix per Minima in 
the Sulphureous Earths : But if they are not per- 
formed gradually, the body will loſe its Magne- 
tick Vertue, and fo will never be able to return 
to a Spirit againz for if the body is not endu- 
ed with a powerful attra@ive Virtue,' it can never 
be Animated, and if the Celeftial Spirit be not 

pure, 
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pure, the body will not retain it to profit, for 
they are nouriſhment . one to the other; the 
body fixing the Spirit, and the Spirit exalting 
the body with Celeftial Virtue, nay, that Cele- 
ftial airy life by which it was ( although after a 
more ſimple manner ) firſt formed, ſo that here 
thou maift obſerve, That'that body is moſt healthy 
and durable, which is nouriſhed and enliven'd by 
the more ſimple food, ſo called, as proceeding 
from the firft Es of its,own Being, ſo is that 
Spirit that remains in its own habitation until 
ripe; for it is that only, which gives ftrength to 
our Philoſophical Babe, ſo as to bring it to an 
Hero-like ſtate of force and firength ſufficient to 
diffolve the body: For the White and Female Dove 
will firſt aſcend, and that will go down. and fetch 
up the Male, for 'tis by Regeneration and new 
Additions of Water, Spirit and Fire, that our 
third and Permanent Merfiruum is brought forth, 
which is a white and incombuſtible Oyl, taken 
when ripe as a Kernel out of the Shell. 


Here thou maift conceive ( T mean as to the 
outward ) that myſterious Doctrine of Regenerati- 


on ; for the firft Body after it is brought forth, 


it muft be brought down to Death, by the Wa- 
ter and Spirit of the Prima Materza, and then it is 
raiſed a more glorious ones for doubtleſs ſince the 
fall, the whole Creation groans under the bon- 
dage of Corruption, as ſaith the Scripture: For 
duality being enter'd, it brings with it. its impu- 
rities, and therefore may be aptly faid, there is a 
Body, that is from the Earth, Earthly 5 ſo there 
is a Spirit, that is more Celeftial and Pure, For 
it takes off the Adamical Corruptions, I mean, 
| the effetts of the curſe for Man's Tranſgreſhon, 
| therefore muft the Body, like Naaman the Afjri- 
an be cleanſed of its Leproſy, by going ſeven 
times down into the Cabaliftical River of Fordar ; 
for according to Artephius, the bard and dry — 
mu 
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muſt be put into the Water "once for all, that is to 
ſay, there muft be no freſh matter, yet there muſt 
be freſh Water and Spirit, yea and Svlphureous 
fire too; for he alſo adds; That in their . Vinegar * 
of Mountairs, there is one of Antimony, drother of 
Mercury ſublim-d, which adds to the body hoth Weig 


\ Colour ard Tin4we, for *ris the Spiritual Seed of 


this firſt Male, that cauſes a Fermentative virtue 
in the Water, therefore if it tranſmutes ſo much 
crude, what will it do when ripe. 


For this Operation ©in- the Fixir is a reitera- 
ted diſſolving of the body into Water, and hath 
a volatile and fixed part, which Flamel compares 
to two - Dragons, one with and the other without 
Wings : The fixed Dragon is Sulphur, and the vo- 
latile Dragon is Argent vive, bore up in the Wind, 
one half draws downward and exalts Sulphur, the 
other half upward and exalts Mercury ; now | by 
this circular Motion an incombuſtible and perma- 
nent Sulphur is exalted. Hence *tis clear to 'con- 
ceive why the V<ilel muſt not be open'd till ripe, 
tor the Fire go out; by the Veſſcl you may un- 
derftand that of Earth, and by the Fire the Spi- 
rit, which alſo hath its Neft, to wit, the Blood : 
For in this Neſt are ſeven or nine Eggs, which 
Neft if broken, you never will hatch the Chickens g 
for this Mercurial Water hath Power, not only to 
carry the Corruption from the circumference, but 
alſo when truly exalted to ſeparate the fame from 


the centre. 


*Tis indeed no wonder that this Celeſtial Spi- 
rit or Spiritual Mercurial Vapour ſhould ſo cleanſe 
thoſe places through which it paſſes, as to tran- 
{late from a Natural to a Supernatural State z ſee- 
ing *tis the Celeſtial Spirit, that gives luftre and 
durability to all things, 


Theres: 
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Therefore { as Sandivegius ſaith ) the preater 
quantity of Vapour paſſes through the Mineral Earth, 
the more is tit cleanſed and finted for perfeF Genyera- 
2io7, which plainly points forth not only the ſucceC. 
five ſublimation into Spirit, but alſo a condenlati- 
on of the ſaid Spirit on the Body again: For as 
the Gold is dead, the Mercury is alive, and by this 
Animation the body is made living and exalted, 
as I may properly ſay by opening and ſhutting of 
the Chaos, &c. by means of our living Sulphur Mer- 
cury js Coagulated, and Zaton or the body of Gold 
exalted. 


This Lunar Sulphur doth exalt not anly the Mcr- 
cury Simplex, but alſo Duplicatus ; tor *tis the chaft 
Diana, born upon the Iſland Delos, which will be 
Midwife to her Mother Laeona to bring forth Apo/- 
Jos for 'tis his own Arrows by which the Water of 
the Deluge is in part dryed up, and the Serpent 
Python: killed ; 'tis indeed the Philoſophers fire e- 
qual to the Sun, that putrifies the Compound and 
diſpoſes $0/7, Now by Sol you muſt underftand the 
fixed Body, which as yet hath no union with the 
Spirit, and therefore will part with its fiery Dra- 
gon, as Water will ſeparate from Land, the virtue 
of which Sulphur the Spiritual Mercury will attra& 
and make it Quintefſential, and prepare the Soul 
for the Redemption of its Body, which is perform- 
ed by the twofold Zaybeth, ſc. the Spiritus Mundt 
and Lunar Sulphur, which is volatile, and ſpends 
its ſtrength in Conjunction with the Sun, and 
therefore muſt ſhe every Month have her Light re- 
newed; and here the Philoſophers are ealy to be 
underſtood, when they ſay, their Water is more of 
kin-to the Sun than to the Moon, becauſe, it ſtands 
in ſo near Afﬀinity to the Body, and would, if the 
blood were ſeparated, hecome one with an inſepa- 
.table Unity; by this you may know according to 
Artephius, that the Operation is truly Philoſophi- 
cal ; for although the — is calcined and _ 
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black and unuous, yet muſt it retain its magne- 
tick Virtues for whoever ſhall be ſo vain, as to 
think to perfe&t the great Elixir, and ſees not his 
Earth endued with this Property, 1s certainly in 
an Erroneous way, and muft begin again : For as 
the blood hath affinity to the Mercurial Water, 
ſo hath that Water to the Body ; for according to 
Baſilius, the fixed blood of the Red Lyon hath its 
Original and Conſanguinity from the unfixed blood 
of the Green Lyon, therefore are they near of 
kin, and will unite by bare digeſtion, by the addition 
of our Sulphureons Fire, Vineger or Saline vitriolick 
Water and Mercury ſublimate, For thus the Sun 
and Moon muſt be in ConjunGtion to abſolve per- 
fect Generation, which is done by ſucceſſive Anima- 
tions, Cohobations and Rotationsz for this Rea- 
ſon the body is often liquified in the Water, for 
the TinCture comes not out all at once, but by 
degrees, and till ripens farther and farther z for 
though the two firft Mevſtruums do exalt and ge- 
nerate the body, and in: good part purify it, yet 
have they not power to make a radical Diffojuti- 
on, as doth our third perfe&t and permanent Men- 
ſiruum, which is a Mercurial Oyl, which - diffolves 
Sol, as Ice in warm Water; for it is the mo- 
ther of Sol, from whence Sol was Generated, and 
therefore it diſſolves it in the preſervation of Form, 
and germinative Virtue, which ſto other thing in 
the world will do. | 


Now TI ſhall no longer deter thee from the 
knowledge of this third Menſtruum or Fire, mark 
well what I ſay: It is drawn out of the ſecond, 
as Spirit from Blood, or according to Treviſan as 
Oyl out of Water, which is Azoth out of the Elixir 
and according to Artephrus, 'tis their Mercury drawn 
from the Vitriolick Caverns and Red Servant, The 
Philoſophers Water of May-dew, their inviſible and 
Divine Water, which is not ſeen till the Artift 
picale, which muſt not be till it become a = 
c 
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fe fruit;, call'd Virgins Milt, without which there 
is no profitable ſecret, either in Alchymy or Tranſ- 
mutation, | 


In vain therefore do. the many pretenders in A!- 
chymy boaſt of their.difſolving Waters or Mernſiruums, 
as they call them, for they have little proficiency in 
this . Science, till Gold and Silver is made irreduci- 
ble, and fo its Light and Tin&ure. multiplied, ſo 
as to communicate it to others, which can never be 


effeted, but by the true knowledge of this Foun- * 


tain,. from whence Light, Life and TinQture proceed, 
as being that only Catholick, and Univerſal Spirit, 
that forms bodies, and ſupplics them with the afore- 


cited properties when formed ; and that thou maiſt 


the better know it, I tell thee, it hath not only 
this property in the Mineral Kingdom, but in the 
Vegetable and Animal alſo, which are not the pro- 
perties of vulgar Mercury, whatever Sophiſters think 
in their ſophifticating Proceſſes and filly Amalgama- 
tions, but the General Mercury, that nouriſhes all 
things : For although every Cl/aſſis, and every par- 
ticular body hath its own ſeed, by which its like 
1s produced, yet the All-wiſe Creator hath ordained, 
that they all ſhould be nouriſhed by one Spirit. 


*Tis upon this yery Account, v2. its Univerſali- 
ty, that (I make no doubt) it is ſaid, Adam brought 
it. out of Paradiſe ; for if in the Generation of Man 
the vital power hereof ſhould not a& its Office, 
the Seed could never be brought to its Perfettion ; 
and as in Generation, ſo doth it likewiſe lend its 
aid for continual Nouriſhment and Preſervation. 
For as Sandivogius ſays. No mortal can live without it ; 
this is that which gives greenneſs to Lawrel, a new 
life, T mean, the MultiÞlicative one to every Spectes, 
Permanency to Gold, and by its Starry-fire a Juſtre 
to pretivus Stones, and. when Concentrated, Kxal- 


ted and Prepared, Malleability to Glaſs ; concern- 


ing which you have a notable account of a famous 
©-2 Artiſt, 
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Artiſt; who, in the Reign of Tiberius Caſtr, cauſe- 
teſly loft his favour, or rather for the doing of that, 
which by others was counted impoſhble, viz. the re- 
ſtoriog a Porticu at Rome, for the which nevertheleſs 
he was baniſhed the City, &c. This Artift imploring 
his Pardon, preſented Tiberins with a Glaſs, which, 
whilſt he craved his Pardon, the ſaid Tiberius threw 
againſt the ground, and being bruiſed and cruſh'd 
together, but not broken, the Artift by an Hammer 
brought it to its former ſhape 3 whereupon Ceſar 
asked him, Whether any befides himſelf underftood 
this Secret? He replyed, No. Where upon he 
commanded his Head to be ftruck off, ſaying, That 
if the Art of Malleable Glaſs ſhould be praiſed, it 
would make Gold and Silver but cheap and inconfi- 
derable things, vid. Wan's Hiſtory of Man. 


This Spirit or rather the Soul and fiery virtue of 
this univerſal Matter ſtands in Harmony with the 
great World, and conſequently is the foundation [of 
that, which is called, the Sophi's perpetual Motion x 
and the Permanent Sz/phur of this will give a Tranſ- 
cendant luftre to Copper, and make it, as in Scrip- 
ture is mentioned, as pure as Gold. There is a fiery 
Power in it, that will fix common Mercury, and a 
Golden and fiery Sulphur, which the Philoſophers ſay, 
is the Water of the colour of Fire, mentioned in the 
Maccabees, which was hid in a Pitt, and being taken 
out burned on the Altar, and the ſame with that gi- 
ven by the Angel for Eſdras to drink. 


From hence I am well ſatisfied, all the natural 
Magick, ſo highly efteemed by the Jewiſh Cabala, 
and Chriftian Sophz, had its riſe and foundation, and 
I will diftinguiſh it thus: The Divine Patt, which 
was for expounding the LaWv, received by the hand 
of Moſes, as alſo the Prophets, did flow from the 
unſpeakable fountain of God's inexhauſtible fullneſs 
by the Revelation of the Divine Spirit; and the na- 
tural doth flow from Natures Catholick Spirit, _ 

ing 
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being rightly underftood, expounds all the Myſte- 
ries, couched in Tropes, Metaphors, and dark Anig- 
matical Speeches, contained in the Philoſophers Writ- 
ings ; ſo that it may ealtiy be conceived, why this 
Art remains at this day to hidden, and by to few 
obtained : For Man's natural Wit, Learning, Arts 
and Parts, are all too ſhort 5 it muſt come by hard 
Labour, guided by an Illuminated underftanding, 
for which reaſon ſome have ſaid D! ſuz Bona venduns 
L aboribus, 


For this Reaſon, Reader, hath this Univerſal Spi- 
rit been ſo highly cfteemed in all Ages, tho' in its 
firſt Formation 'tis {6 Spiritual, that it is almoft in- 
viſible and untangible, yet it muſt be nouriſhed in the 
arms of its Nurſe, till brought of ſuch ſtrength, as 
not only to cute fick and umperfett Metals, but alſo 
to reſtore Man's hody to perfe& Sanity, and is a 
ſure help to the needy, while in the vale of Miſery. 
But more of this in Mercuries Caduce Rod. * 


Therefore (O Reader) ſlight not the Antiquity of 
this Myftery, nor this Epiftle z for what I have here 
written is a Dottrine, as ancient as Philoſophy it 
ſelf; For they all affirm with one Mouth the Office 
of the Univerſal Spirit in making the grand Medi- 
Cine, and that by a gradual progreſſive Motion, at- 
tho' in this Work 'tis Retrogradation, or a reitera- 
ted Reincrudation of the body, and a Congelation 
of the Spirit; in which Act the earthly Faces, and 
watry Aquacity is caft off, and fo of a cold and moyft 
nature is made hot and warm, even the permanent 
fire of bodies, from whence proceeds the Chryſtalline 
lake of the wiſe Men, and all theſe both Aﬀive and 
Paſſive ariſe from one matterz for the matter is one 
thing, containing an Emblem of all things, mean 
and contemptible to outward appearance, eſpecially 
to thoſe who know not its inward virtues, And the 
Ancients did not Err, when they ſaid 'tis found in a 
Dunghi1, and that 'twas caſt away as a thing of little 


value, 


C28 
mg and therefore did they write of the fmalineſs af 
its colt, 


But now the caſe is alter'd, experience makes men 
wiſer; for in ſome parts of the World the general 
crude matter is become a Manufattory, although the 
true and fimple matter is obtained with difficulty. 
This I ſhall paſs by, and come to Explain what may 
be underftood by the veſſel in which this great Medi- 
cine is prepared z for to bring it to its perfeCtion, 
there muft be adapt and proper Inftruments, &c. 


*Tis true, I am not unſenfible, that there is a vul- 
gar notion of thoſe, who take the Philoſophers words 
according to the litteral ſence, That 'tis a thing of 
ſmall charge, and may from the heginning to the end 
be wrought in one Veſſel; but this is a myſterious 
Knot, and one of the greateſt Riddles, that is con- 
tained in their Writings, as hath been confirmed to 
me by woeful Experience; and therefore am bold ta 
affirm, that 'tis ſo difficult to be underſtood, if taken 
in the vuigar Senſe, as if it ſhould be a veſſel of Earth 
or Glaſs, they ſhall never ſee the perfeftion of the 


Magiftery. 


But in Commiſeration to the true Deſirers of na- 
tural verity, 1 have already ſufficiently ſhewn to a 
Son of Wiſdom, what is to be underſtood by the Vel- 
ſel and Fire; I ſhall yet further add, that by the 
Veſſel is underftood the Philoſophers Earth, which 
muſt be calcined, that its Golden Seed may be ex- 
trated, which being perform'd you have a ripe 
Seed, which will ſoon reward the Artiſt. Now this 
Seed can't be extratted but by an Homogeneous Mer- 
firuum, to wit, our third fire, which fire likewiſe 
muſt not go out of its veſſel of blood, until it have 
ftrength to withſtand the Fire and the Water, tho' 
it may far ſooner be taken out of its Veſſel than the 
body, yet it muft not be open'd in leſs than three 
Eagles, according to Philalethes, or five Months time, 
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FlameT's time of blackneſs; for if you do, experience 
ſhews that you deftroy the life and can do no more 
with that Chaos z for by putrifa&ion only is Genera - 
tion and Separation of Impurities, and that you may 
not be ignorant where they are ſeparated, I have 
ſhew'd that all muſt be weighed in the Mercurial Ba- 
lance of Libra; for there is the Sword and Scale of 
Juſtice, and its due weight here is of the greateſt 
Conſequence in the whole Work; for as Mercury hath 
its helm of Sulphur to Steer and Govern the Work, {© 
hath Sulphur its Receiver; ſo that I may boldly a!- 
ſert in the moſt ſtrifteft ſenſe of Philoſophy, we have 
two Veſſels, without the exa& knowledge of which, 
the Magiſtery will never be effefted z nay, Sqndivo- 
gius ſaith, That Nature hath bur one, but for brevities 
ſake we uſe two, which Phi{alethes in his Comment on 
him, calls the one the Star of Mars and Venus, an! 
the other Mercury of the Philoſophers; Nay, I may 
add a third, viz. our fiery Furnace or Magnet found 
in the belly of Aries, which by its Lunar nature is 
the cauſe of the Calcination of the body, an4 conſe- 
quently of the flowing of Radical Moiſture; but 1 
fear I have already tranſgrefſed the filence of Pythz- 
goras, and ſo have incurr'd upon me the Curles of 
the Philoſophers, for ſo plainly opening the door of 
H:rmes's myſtical Temple, ©c, 


But as I uſe not other Mens words, nor run in the . 
ftream of vulgar Errors in proteſting what is utterly 
falſe, ſo neither ſhall IT write or deliver any thing, 
that is diſagreeing to the Law of verity in the na- 
tural and artificial Proceſs, ſo as to expoſe known 
and willſul untruths to the World. But for the un- 
deceiving of the true Defirer, in Bowels of true Com- 
pathon, I do further boldly afſert in the face of all 
Mankind, that as to Chymical Veflels of Glaſs oc 
Earth it requires many, much coſt and conſiderable 
pains, whatever ignorance may conceive to the con- 
trary : - For the Crude matter yields but {mall quan- 
tity of pure Seed, ſo that confiderable quantities arc 

C 4 required 


> (24) 


required for Diſtillation, and conſequently conveni- 
ent Veſſels; others for Calcination and Sublimation 
others for evaporating the vitriolick Salts z others 
for making thc Vinegar and Mercury ſublimate z o- 
thers for preparing of our Sulphureous Fire, the 
Luke-watm Aſhes, and Fiery Furnace, which is the 

egining of Pontanuss fire, and manifeſts that Cele- 


_ ftial Spirit, which Pontanus ſaith is taken elſewhere. 


than from the matter, and as I have ſaid is the Go- 
verner of our Bath; for by it the Oyl of the Lamp 
is govern'd Geometrically, for the vegetable Satur- 
212 doth embrace the pure part of the Saturnia - Mi- 
2erale, and ſo throws off thoſe black Feces, that hin- 
der the otherwiſe reſplendent Whitene(ſs, and ſo 
conſequently by means of this Sulphur our Merchry 
is Hermaphroditical. But as my deſign is Chiefly to 
touch at the three Fires, I ſhall now ſpeak a few 
words concerning that fire, which muſt not go out, 
viz, the Philoſophical Spirit or Fire, contained in 
the blood, which muſt remain there till well dige- 
ſted and ripe; for after the firſt Diftillation there 
will ſeparate a blood-red Oyl which 1s a noble Me- 
dicine, ſo that when they ſpeak of the fire that muft 
not. go out, they mean not the Culinary one, for 
that neceſſarily after every Operation muſt go out ; 
but the internal one, even that ſharp Spirit or Fire, 
which cauſes putrifattion in the whole Compound. 


Thus having ſhewn them the Veſ{cls and Fires, 
tho” I have thwarted the Opinion of thoſe, who al- 
tert, that one Veſſel is ſufficient, being well ſatisfied 
that ſuch underſtand not the Philoſophers Writings, 
but according to the ſound of words; for which rea- 
ſon their Operations ever have and always ſhall re- 
main Erroneous, &c, 


I ſhall now come to unfold another Myſtery con- 
cerning the Seal of Hermes, which ſome think to be 
only the exatt cloſing and ſealing of a Glaſs by a Char- 
ccal or Lamp-fire ; when as the Philoſophers _ 
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metical Seal is, the ſealing of the form in the belly 
of the Matter, or the mother in the belly of the In- 
fant z which Infant (as Artephius hath it) is but 
lately brought forth. For as to the nipping and 
ſealing of a glaſs to me is of little Conſequence, for 
great part of the Operations is wrought in open Veſ- 
ſels, that ſo the External or Mineral fume may the 
better paſs off, eſpecially in the work of Nature 
although in the work of Art, we do exaQly cloſe our 
Veſſels, but not in ſuch manner as is underſtood by 
Sophifters. But as to this point I have alſo ſaid e- 
nough, and more than ever was ſaid before, and 
therefore ſhall Pals it by, ſeeing, the Sons of Wiſ 
dom will underſtand it Effentifically and PraQtically 
in that I do not write for Information of Sophiſters, 
ſuch I mean, as by their metallick Mixtures deſtroy 
Nature z but cannot exalt her, whether they work 
in Crude Mercury, amalgam'd with the ftellified &c- 
gulus of Antimony, and again reviv'd: Or with vul- 
gar Sol and Luna, or any of their corrofive Diffolu- 
tions, which makes no radical Solution. As alſo 
their proceſs. of Vitriol, Dew, Snow, Rain-water, 
Human breath, &©c, which I know ( by woful expe- 
rience ) to be the work of Sophiftry, and all vain 
and fruitleſs, as not knowing our Gold nor its birth, 
much leſs our Mercury, by which it is exalted. For 
as the Gold is noble, ſo doth the mother ( or Mer- 
cury ) far more excel in Nobility, Excellency and 
Univerſality, But this I ſhall paſs by, and ſhew thee 
that Salt prepares Su/pbur, and Sat and Sulphur pre- 
pares Mercury, aid Mercur y diſſolves $o/, But ſeeing 
this Art is clothed with many Difficulties, I ſhall 
now come to- touch in general concerning them, 


As to the Difficulties, they are ſo many, that it 
| - would require to fill a Volumn to deſcribe them all. 
Firſt, as to the knowledge of the true matter, 
which is the very foundation of a true beginning. 
Second'y, the true manner of operating in that mat- 
ter; for many have known the matter, "et _—_— 
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been able to effe& the Magiſtery. Others that have 
been more conftant minded, have waded through a 
flood of Difficulties, as inſtance, Fobn Pontanus, who 
erred 200 times, before be could obtain the true mat- 
ter, and the right operation thereon, although he knew 
the matter in general. As alſo Flamel Jabour'd 21 
years in his Broileries,and three years{or thereabouts) 
before he knew the firſt Agent; likewiſe the Author 
of the Kleine Bawer, to wit, Fobamnnes alias Cartila- 
ceus; who ſays, he waded through many Dithicul- 
ties, and with great hardſhip obtained it, as his 
Labours extant plentifully witneſs. Likewiſe that 
famous Count Bernhard Treves, who is ſaid to have 
been debarred three years after the knowledge of 
Requiſites. Many more might be reckon'd, but 1 
ſhall paſs them by, ſecing their Books extant do plen- 
tifully witneſs the ſame z and let the vain pretenders 
and foppiſh' conceited ones know, that the Magitte- 
Iy is not ſo eaſily perfe&ted, as they imagin, nor 
for ſo ſmall a charge ; for if you muſt by experi- 
ence come through this difficult and darkſome 
Wood (to wit, by Trials, all which require conve- 
nient Furnaces, Glafſes, Coals and hard Labour for 
many years together) it muſt for certain exhauft 
conſiderable ſums of Money, as doubtleſs the Anci- 
ents did before us in their many Trials, whatever 
they are pleas'd to write concerning the ſmallneſs of 
the charge. I ſhall inftance my own experience 
now in theſe 16 years, ſince T have known ſomething 
of this matter, during which time T have exhau- 
fted many hundreds of pounds, more than 1 ſhall 
name ; the work being very difficult to be ſearched 
out, in that it contains many parts, various Men- 
ſiruums and Fires, which if a Man ſhould know one 
er two, and not the whole, he is ftill tor ſeek, to per- 
fe the defign in the end. For he muſt not be im- 
perfe& in one Operation, that is required ia the 
Magiftry, if ever it is perfeted. And in this caſe 
it requires the whole Man, and where a Family is 
Fo be maintain'd, how ſoon is a conſiderable- ſum of 
Money 
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Money exhauſted ? It is well ſaid of the Author of 
Senguis Nature, where he ſpeaks concerning Philo- 
ſophaſters, ** Who perſwade themſelves, that the 
*« Tinure, may be made with a very little pains in 
* one Veſſel, one Furnace, with one external Fire z 
«« and fo deceive with themſelves many others. But 
* let theſe high nos'd Scoffers know, that the Phi- 
* loſophers Stone is a thing of higher Moment than 
* they imaginez for it is a difficult thing, and of 
* deep ſearch to be underſtood, and of great labour 
© ta be accompliſhed. which they with me would 
* acknowledge, if they apprehended the Operati- 
**« ons of Nature. But to what purpoſe are many 
« words, Oc, 


The Crude preparation of the matter, and the 
matter it ſelf is by the Philoſophers couch'd in fi- 
lence ; yet the former is pointed forth under a Her- 
culean Labour, which to perfe& ( they ſay ) life it 
{elf muſt not be ſpared. And alſo thaw 'tis in vain 
for Faſon to go to Colchos, without Alcides, and that 
by the help of Medea: Now Faſon-is the Operator, 
Hercules, the ſtrength and power of an adtive Agent 
Colchos, the Earth of the Philoſophers, which is to 
be redeem'd. Medea is deep Meditation, Inveftiga- 
tion, or in plain words, ſound Theory agreeable to 
praRice, all which to underſtand is no ſmall piece of 


Art. | 


And therefore I ſhall thus candidly communicate 
my painful Experience to thee, who defireft to be a 
Son of Wiſom; nay, to ſuch alſo which think, the 
Magiſtery is ſo eafily prepared, to ſee whether he 
will find it ſo, and the more eſpecially, fince I have 
communicated that openly and freely, which hath 
remained ſecret from the foundation of the World; 
as having in plain and linear words deſcribed the 
whole Proceſs, without any falſity or intermixtures, 
having adventur'd to do that, which none of the 
Philoſophers ever did dare to do far fear af the curſes, 

or 
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or otherwiſe in Envy, as well knowing the great 
and eternal Being doth by his divine hand of Pro- 
vidence preſerve this ſecret for ſuch only, as he 
hath ordaia'd there unto; and ſuch only are led by 
the divine Arm unto the Altar of Zermes's Temple. 
So that the moft plaineft Writings, and ampleft 
Truths will ſeem to ſuch as are not choſen for +it, 
the moſt difficult and abftruſe or myfterious; as I 
am well ſatisfied from the Converſation I have had 
with Men of ſeveral Degrees in my Pilgrimage in 
this World, where-Diſcourſes have ariten concerning 
this Art. 


As I hinted before, that I diſcovered that which 
never was diſcovered, which Artephius ſays, | is not 
lawful for any one to Name, much'leſs to Write z 
which Sardivogiys doth hint at, where' he ſays, © He 
* hath written all things plain, excepting the 
* ſhewing the way of ExtraQing the Sal Armoni- 
« ack ( or Mercury of the Philoſophers) out of 
© their Sea-water, and the uſe of it, which he 4d7- 
reds to God or a Maſter, this being the very Dalila 
of the Art. But IT have ſhewn the Veſſel of Air, 
how the Mercurial Spirit is fortified and prepared 
to join with the body ; I have alſo ſhewed the Me- 
dium between the Body and the Soul, to wit, the 
Lunar Fire, and that it is a Body Spiritual: For 
that.the Mercury muſt be acuated with a Sulphur of 
his own kind, that Spirit _— the Fire that brings 
on the work to its firft Predeftination, it being the 
Univerſal and Cceleftial Spirit, which one Author 
calls a Spoon, where he ſays, The Male and the Fe» 
male muſt be united ( he ſays ) they muſt have but 
one Spoon to eat together; ſo that the Male and 
Female may the better agree. But Flamel calls it 
a Peace-Maker, or Apollo, the yelow Sun, that is to 
ſay, by our Fire equal to that of the Sun: And the 
Author of Sal, Lumen and Spiritus Mundi alſo ſhew- 
eth, That this Spirit is the cauſe of Perfeition, as 
being the Attive Glue of both Natures, to wit, es 
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ard Soul z; and that Metals are perfefted by a threefold 
Mercury, or ſum Total ; The reaſon he ſhews, * be- 
* cauſe Nature produces not it ſelf, but in every 
« Operation there muft be ſome Agent, and ſome 
&« matter ſubjacent to the Action. And withal he 
points forth, that that Agent was Pontanus his Fire, 
which all Philoſophers have concealed, and kept un- 
der Lock and Key, as the ſole-ſtearn of their AQi- 
on, without which notbing can be perfe&ed, 


Thus having ſhewn the extracting of $i} Armo- 
71iack, I ſhall now come to ſpeak of its uſe, which 
is not only for exalting the body, but alſo to diſ- 
ſolve the ſame, and that by the way of Generation. 
*Tis true, there is a twofold Diflolution, Violent 
and Natural, which Sandivogius intimates z and like- 
wiſe doth Baſilius Valew#tinus, where he ſaith, There 
is a ſhort way to bring it into its Prima Materza, 
which is done thus : Take the known Mineral Spirit, 
in which our Mercury, Sulphur and Salt is ſhut up, con- 
taining that Philoſophical Myſtical Gold, and pour it upon 
white calcined Tartar, as thou mayft read p. 168. of 
his Elucidation of the 12 Keys, thereforc ſhall omit 
it, Only for the Information, that Tartar there 
mention'd is not common Tartar made from the Lees 
of Wine; but a fixed and genuine Tartar made from 
our Saturnal Matrer, which is properly the Tartar of 
Vitriol, And Paracelſus intimates this forcible dil- 
ſolution alſo, where he bids you diffolve the body 
by Vitrtol, Nitre and Sal Armoniac 3 which procels L 
have in meaſure follow'd, and have ſeen a white in- 
combuſtible Oil : But being forcible, it carries not 
that Excellency with it, as the natural Diſſolution 
doth. For, as Philalethes faith, That where the Me- 
tals are reduced by the help of Salts, is not an uni- 
verſal Diffolution ; therefore 3aſil ſaith, That if Cor- 
roſrves are us'd in the beginning, they muſt be again 
waſh'd off, for ſharp things burt 5 and indeed they de- 
roy the fixedneſs of the body, although by a skil- 
ful hand of the Artiſt they may exalt the Perma- 
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nency of the Spirit. But it is a hazardous way; 
and is called the breaking of the Egg; and hath an 
adherance to the preparation of the Alkabeſt 8 
therefore ( as Philalethes {ays ) it is an hundred times 
more difficult than tbe Elixir, being done by force 
and violent Fires, it is in danger of being loſt. Lu- 
dovicus de Comitibus intimates the ſame, where he 
ſheweth the difference between the preparation of the 
Liquor Atkabeſt, and Mercnry of the Philoſophers, ſhew- 
ing, that the one is made by a fermentation of the 
body, and bringing it into a Spirit, by which its 
ſeminal virtue is deftroyed'; the other natural diſ- 
ſolution is, the ſowing of Gold into its own Matrix : 
Well might Ph:1alethes ſay, that the Body or Sul- 
phur is detrimented by the uſe of Salts z but 1 de- 
ſigning (as ſoon as convenient )) to write a particu- 
lar Treatiſe of the Liquor Wkabeſt, ſhall omit any 
further Diſcourſe of it, and come to ſpeak of the na- 
tural Diſſolution , which is done through a flow 
Calcination of the Body ; therefore ſhall divide the 
whole into theſe 3 Heads, or a threefold Rotation. 


Now this work is perform'd by a threefold Rota- 
tion or turning the Wheel; the firſt is the Prepara- 
tion of the Mercury, which hath ſeven Animations 
or Cohobations of the ſpiritual Zaybeth on the body; 
which bedeweth it with Life and Cceleftial Virtue, 
as alſo with Purity, and virtue through a Radical 
Calcination, by which not only the body is exalted, 
but alſo the Spirit and Soul. For indeed, the whole 
work is but a Cohobation of an ative principle up- 
on a mere paſhve one, until the paſhve is brought 
to an Aﬀivity : Theſe are the Eagles the Sophi write 
of, which muſt be ſeyen or nine to deyour the L1on. 


For Laton or the Salt of Metals being form'd and 
calcin'd, muſt be diffolv'd and whiten'd by Azoth z 
which Laton is found in the bottom, and A;orh in 
the upper part: Therefore ( as Sandivogzus faith ) 


You muſt find out ſuch a moifture, that diſſotves Gold as 
Natural, 


% 
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Natural, as Ice in V/arm-water, and ( he intimates ) 
that. it is agreeable with the body, ſaying, Jr is thas, 
out of which Gold it ſelf is generated. Thou being 
come thus far, the Herculean labour 1s perform'd. 


Therefore I ſhall aſſert as a fundamental Apho- 
riſm, That whoſoever ſhall not find this Mercurial Fire, 
when prepared in quantity, of force ſufficient to perfe& 
the wbole work mith as Intle Labour, and as little 
Charge, is to ſeek, and muſt begin again, For the 
great Charge is in the Artificial Work z the Natu- 
ral is but ſmall Charge, the Agent being ſufficient: 
to bring about its Perfeation, and this will be a 
good diftinttion to underſtand the Philoſopher's 
Books. The Artificial is to prepare our Fires and 
Menfiruums, and the Natural is, to know the uſe of 
our third, perfe& and permanent Menſtraum in dit- 
ſolving the body. ED 


The body being diſſolved, and the - Corporeal 
Feces totally ſeparated, and two Oils, a Snow-white, 
and a Blood-red one, being diftilled, begins our ſe- 
cond Rotation, which is by extrating a fixed Salt 
out of the Cap. Mort. which muſt be imbibed with 
the aforeſaid white Oil, for the white El:xtr ; there- 
fore for a concluding Aphoriſm I further affirm, 
* Tnat if this permanent Body or Salt doth not at- 
*tratt the Soul, as the Load-ftone doth Iron, and 
* unite with it, thou art yet to ſeek in the Philoſo- 


* pher's Principles, and muſt begin again, in that, 
* thou ſhalt never ſee the perftettion of the Whites 


« ftone, 


Now here begins the third Rotation, which is ; 
before the White is cold, thou muſt divide it into 
two parts, the one part is for the White, and the 
' Other to carry on to the Red, which is, by imbibing 
of it with the Virgins Milk of the Sun ( which is 
Yellow and Golden) to perfett the third Motion, which 
iS a Red futible E/zxir, flowing like Wax, (9c. 

Thus 
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Thus Reader, I have Theorically, yet candidly 
given thee, what was never written before, and 
that in true Bowels of. Compaſiiqn, being in the 
middle of my Age, free from Envy, I hope as fully 
free, as Artepbius was in his wonderful Old-age, that 
T can ſincerely ſay, I ſhould be well pleaſed, if all 
the worthy and honeft hearted did injoy this My- 
Kery ; and ſhould be heartily glad to ſee an end to 
the Cut-throat Avaricez that ſo the poor may be 
relieved in ſuch a way, that God through all and a- 
bove all may be glorified, &c. according to the ſay- 
ing of a Wiſe-man, Ut veritas exaltetur, & Deus 
Glorificetur, 


Thus in Cordial Love T ſubſcribe my ſelf a true 
Friend to all that defire to exalt natural Truth, but 
more eſpecially to thoſe, that above all deſire the 
wellfare of Zion, 


Cloidophorus Myſtagogus, 


